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Clair Hills Community Association (CHCA)

Meeting Minutes
	Date:
	September 5, 2007



	Location:
	Sobeys Waterloo Community Room

	
	

	Attendees:
	Shelly Reed

Dave Robinson

Jason Vaid

Lisa Norley

Lisa Gillis

Carrie Chappell

Ed Wrobel

Georgina Wrobel

Tina Balcarras
Lisa Bailey

Dwan Bailey

Tom Durnin

Larry Bricker

Wendy Scott

Herb Demorest


	Guest Speaker:
	Karen Scian, Waterloo City Councilor
Justin Young, Owner of the Canadian Tire

Tony Giovinazzo, Kitchener-Westmount Rotary Club


1. Vista Hills Development
Councillor Karen Scian addressed the meeting regarding what is happening with the Vista Hills Development.  
The project was officially passed by City last year.  The project is with the regional planning commissioner.   After the City Council Meeting last month to address the development, the Six Nations People became involved in discussions regarding the project.
A meeting was held in Brantford with the Six Nations people.   The   Planning Commissioner attended these meeting.   The Six Nations people have a claim that they own all the lands 6 miles on either side of the Grand River.  If this claim is valid then the Vista Hills project falls within these lands.  A decision on the Vista Hills project is therefore now in a holding pattern.

Traffic and road access continues to be an issue with the new development as the traffic tie up on Columbia is a problem already.  It was noted by one resident that there is no advance green arrow to turn left onto Erbsville from Columbia which is a dangerous situation, especially during peak travel hours and will only be worse once the new development is built.    A road will be built through the area that is currently occupied by the Golf Academy in order to alleviate the traffic in the new subdivision.

The Columbia Road extension will take Columbia to the Wilmot Line Rd and will head toward Erb St. (South).  You will not be able to go North on Wilmot Line from Columbia.
2. Issues in the Neighbourhood

No Parking signs were installed at one end of Zermatt at the beginning of July.  Residents on that street seem to see an improvement with regard to increased visibility on the street.  However, visibility remains an issue at the crest of the hill.  Residents will see how this works throughout the winter and then determine if No Parking signs are required on the entire street
Construction vehicles on the streets remain an issue as they block access and travel at excessive speeds.  If anyone has any difficulties with city workers or construction people blocking the streets, please contact any board member of the CHCA so we can help to rectify the problem.   
Idling of city, construction and delivery vehicles is also an issue.  Currently there is no anti-idling law in place for Waterloo 
Several ideas were offered by area residents to aid in lowering the speed at which vehicles travel through the community.  These included, solar powered speed radar screens to show people’s speed, signs requesting that people slow down, and having police cars more visible in the area.      
Karen Scian advised the residents that the option of using round-abouts has to be thoroughly investigated and found unsuitable before a traffic light can be proposed.  The region makes the decision as to which option is selected. The city pays for the work.  Keats Way and Erbsville Road may eventually be turned into a round-about.    

Some residents have noted that the workers repairing the side walks have done damage to their lawns.  Several residents have given up waiting for the city to make repairs and have done the repairs themselves at their own cost.  

3. Clair Hills Cares

Clair Hills Cares will be an ongoing food campaign program for people in our community.   CHCA would like to eventually challenge other communities in the area to meet us or beat us in our efforts.   
More information will be provided in the next newsletter and on the website about this program.  
Karen Scian indicated that she knows of a teacher in the area who is involved in similar efforts and she will provide contact information for this person to Dave Robinson 
4. Canadian Tire
Justin Young who is the owner of Canadian Tire at the round-about attended the meeting and provided some information about himself and his store.  
Justin has owned 3 Canadian Tire stores in different communities.  Justin lives in the Clair Hills community and enjoys the neighbourhood.  Justin and his staff are very committed to the store and the neighbourhood.  Six employees and their families from Justin’s last store have relocated to Waterloo with him.    
Justin indicated that he wants to hear from the community as to how they find shopping at his store and any other feedback regarding selection of merchandise etc.  
5. Summer StreetFest and Upcoming Events

The Summer StreetFest had originally been scheduled for 25 August. However, the event was postponed due to bad weather.   Once a new date has been set it will be communicated to the community.
The next event that is being proposed is a Poker Tournament.  This would be a fund raiser in October.   Once the details have been worked out event information will be communicated to the community.
CHCA encourages the community to provide CHCA with ideas for events and fund raisers.
6. Corporate Donations

Tony Giovinazzo suggested working with the Rotary Clubs to get corporate donations.  Tony is a member of the Kitchener Westmount rotary club and he said he would go back to his donations committee to see if someone can make a request for funding for CHCA.  CHCA would then have to go to a board meeting to explain what the money would be spent on and provide plans of the playground set.  

Tony confirmed that a community association does not have to be a charity to benefit from support from a rotary club.  
CHCA indicated that it is still awaiting final confirmation regarding how much land will be available for the playground set.  Once this information is in hand a selection of a suitable set can begin.
Justin suggested that CHCA find out if any of the playground set suppliers mandated by the school board have consumer products divisions.  If they do, then Justin may be able to go through that division via Canadian Tire to get a discount.

7. Edna Staebler Public School Update & School Related Issues
Construction of the Edna Staebler Public School is progressing on schedule.  

It has been confirmed that the Daycare will be operated by the KW YMCA.   Information regarding how to get on the daycare lists will be posted on the CHCA website shortly.

The official ground breaking ceremony for the school will be held in September.  
If you wish to view the plans please go to the CHCA website.
Indications are that the school will be JK to 8.  Boundaries are still not officially determined.  

Karen Scian will be going to meetings to discuss Active Safe Routes to School.  

The Walking School Bus remains a plan.  

The School Board advised the CHCA school liaison Lisa Norley that they are impressed with what CHCA has been able to accomplish to date with its fund raising etc.  
The land at the end of Keats Way which was originally slated for a Catholic School is now going to be used for residential purposes.  There are potentially a total of 46 homes to be built on that land.
8. BMO
The Bank Of Montreal (BMO) has donated prizes to several of our events.  For the Summer StreetFest BMO has donated prizes and treats.
Lee Kors will be Branch Manager of the new branch which is being built at the Canadian Tire Mall at the round-about.  

BMO has also discussed being a corporate sponsor of the playground project.  The details of this will be worked out in the coming months and relayed to the community when complete.
9. Miscellaneous

The city of Waterloo and Hydro have requested that residents advise Hydro immediately of any lights that are not working in their area.   Please provide as much detail as to the location of the light.
The city of Waterloo has asked that residents advise them immediately if any park equipment is found to be damaged.  It is important to be as specific as possible when making such a report.  Names of the surrounding streets or the name of the park, the type of equipment and location etc. will all help the city workers to identify the problem equipment.

A question was raised about how much planning is done regarding religious institutions and facilities in new neighbourhoods.  Karen Scian advised that since religious institutions are privately owned there is no specific planning done on the side of the developers or city.  

There is information that a grocery store and coffee shop may be built across from John A MacDonald High School.  More information will be provided as it becomes available.  
10. Next Meetings
The next Board meeting will be held tonight, 5 September, 2007 immediately following the monthly association meeting.

Justin Young graciously offered the board room at the Canadian Tire for our monthly meetings.  Consequently, the next Association meeting will be held on Wednesday, 3 October 2007 at 7pm in the board room of the Canadian Tire Store at the round-about at Erb and Erbsville Streets.
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