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Meeting Minutes

	Date:
	October 3, 2007


	Location:
	Canadian Tire Meeting Room

	
	

	Attendees:
	Shelly Reed

Dave Robinson

Jason Vaid

Reenu Vaid

Lisa Norley

Lisa Gillis

Ed Wrobel

Tina Balcarras
Lisa Bailey

Dwan Bailey

Larry Bricker



	Guest Speaker:
	Catherine Fife, NDP Candidate
 


1. Our New Logo
	CHCA introduced its new logo to the attendees.  Deanna Westbrook who is a member of our community arranged to have a local company, Deuce Design, design the logo.  Deuce Design graciously provided their services to CHCA free of charge.  The logo is now on the CHCA website and will be used on the CHCA letterhead and any CHCA advertising.  
A big Thank you to Deanna and Deuce Design!
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2. Community Spotlight
Community Spotlight is a new project being launched by CHCA in November 2007.  A member of the community will be selected and interviewed for an article to be posted on the CHCA website.  The purpose of this initiative is to help the community see what some of its members are doing and help to develop a sense of community as you get to know your neighbours.  People from various walks of life will be featured (business, health, safety, education, local heroes etc).

At some point this project may be separated into age categories so that there might be a Youth Community Spotlight project as well

CHCA would love to hear from the community as to who they think might make good candidates for an interview.  
Justin Young, who is the Owner/Operator of the new Canadian Tire Store will be the first to be interviewed for this new project.  Justin helped CHCA with its first large fund raising effort and has continued to support CHCA in all its fund raising efforts. 
3. Clair Hills Cares

The essence of this new and exciting program was highlighted in the last newsletter.   A quick synopsis of the program is that it is a way for the community of Clair Hills to give back to the KW area by collecting non-perishable food items to be given to people in need in the KW area.  
CHCA will be contacting other community associations, businesses, churches, family help organizations etc to see if this program can also work to support already existing efforts and programs.  

The details as to when and where collections are to be made will be communicated to the community as soon as they are available.  
4. Events
The feedback that CHCA has received from the community regarding the Summer Street Fest is that it was a success.   Much thanks goes out to the Police Department and to the Fire Department for coming out to entertain the kids and adults.
The next event that is planned is a Poker Tournament on 27 October 2007 at East Side Marios on King St. N.  See the website and future emails for more information.  

CHCA is looking into arranging some sort of Christmas Caroling event in December.   Stay tuned.
5. School Information
The official ground breaking for the new Edna Staebler School took place on 18 September 2007 and was attended by representatives of the school board, CHCA, architects and contractor.    
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	Sod Turning
September, 18, 2007
Representatives from the Clair Hills Neighbourhood Association
pose with WRDSB Staff and Board members. 


Pictured from left to right: Lisa Norley, CHCA School Liaison; Shelly Reed and son Matthew, CHCA Director of Communications; Dave Robinson, CHCA President; Linda Fabi, Director of Education for the School Board; Andrea Mitchell, Chairperson of the School Board; Catherine Fife, School Trustee; Jeff Parliament, Principle-elect, Edna Staebler School.

The school board and architects have indicated that they would like to meet with the CHCA board members to discuss the playground project.  
Current indications are that the school may be completed earlier than originally scheduled.  If possible the school board would like to have the school ready for the end of the current school year so that children attending next year can visit the school and see their classrooms.  
Information regarding the YMCA Daycare to be situated at the new school can be found on the CHCA website.  Interested parents should contact the YMCA to get on the waiting list
The next Public School Meeting is scheduled to take place on 7 November at Abraham Erb School.

6. Catherine Fife, NDP Candidate
Disclaimer:  CHCA does not support any particular candidate in the upcoming provincial election.  Ms. Fife is appearing at this meeting to provide overall information about the current election issues and the electoral process in general.
Ms. Fife answered questions from the floor.  Of most interest was the issue surrounding the Mixed Member Proportional (MMP) referendum.   It was brought up by some attendees that there was confusion as to what MMP actually meant.  Ms. Fife agreed that the public had not been adequately educated on this subject.  
Ms. Fife explained that the intent of MMP is that you would continue to vote for your preferred local candidate however, in addition, you would also cast a vote for your preferred political party. The share of these votes that each party wins will determine its overall share of seats in the legislature
The provincial legislature will have 90 riding MPPs and 39 “list members” MPPs.  If after the 90 riding seats are filled, a party has fewer seats than its portion of the party vote, that party will get some of the additional 39 provincial list members seats to ensure it has its fair share of the total seats. These list members representatives are elected from provincial lists of candidates nominated by each party in advance of the election. 
The population will therefore be represented by 90 members elected in local ridings (70% of the legislature) and 39 list members (30% of the legislature).  Voters will gain representation overall through the combination of local and list members.  

7. Next Meetings
The next Board meeting will be held tonight, 3 October 2007 immediately following the monthly association meeting.

The next Association meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 5th,  2007 at 7pm in the Community Room at Sobey’s on Columbia St. West.  
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