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Clair Hills Community Association (CHCA)

Meeting Minutes
Date:
7 March 2007

Location:
Sobeys Waterloo Community Room

	Attendees:
Guest Speaker:


	Carrie Chappell

John Hendrey

Lisa Hutfloetz

Dave Robinson

Jennifer Neville

Dianna Douglas 
Brenda Bell

Bonnie Caza

Georgina Wrobel
Lisa Gillis

Lisa Norley

Shelly Reed

Lisa Grant
Duan Bailey
Lisa Bailey
Catherine Fife 
Waterloo District School Board Trustee


Appointments:

Carrie Chappell founded Clair Hills Community Association (CHCA) a little over a year ago and has acted as its President during its fledgling year.  Carrie’s perseverance has resulted in CHCA becoming a growing and going concern with corporate and neighbourhood members taking notice and interest.  Carrie has elected to step down as President of CHCA at this time, however she will remain a member of CHCA.  We wish to thank Carrier for her tireless efforts and wish her well in all her future endeavours.  

Dave Robinson has been appointed President of CHCA, replacing Carrie.  We extend a warm welcome to Dave and wish him well in his new and exciting role. 

Neighbourhood Development:

The development of the land at the end of Columbia (Vista Hills) as well as the extension of Columbia is still being discussed at various levels of government.  We will continue to provide information on these issues as they become available.
Neighbourhood Safety:

CHCA has been advised that that the Clair Hills area has been put on a list of neighbourhoods to be “monitored” with respect to parking and speeding issues.    This is the response from the municipality to CHCA’s request that the fire dept look into the problem of contractor and area resident parking which is making it difficult if not impossible for fire trucks to navigate the streets in the event of an emergency.  Also school buses are prevented from getting to children to pick up or drop off due to the streets being blocked by cars.
School Issues:
Catherine Fife, Waterloo District School Board Trustee graciously agreed to come to the CHCA meeting to discuss Clair Meadows School and to answer our questions.

The school board encourages input from the community with respect to the schools that are to be built so it is important that people attend school meetings to ensure that their ideas are put forward and considered.   The next school meeting will be held at Abraham Erb on 26 March 2007.

The name of the school has not yet been confirmed, but for our purposes, we will refer to it as Clair Meadows.

(a)  Getting to School

Crossing Guards are under discussion at this time.  CHCA members proposed the idea of timed lights as an alternative to Crossing Guards.  These lights could be active during peak hours for children to cross safely at busy areas.  Catherine indicated that this is the type of input that the school board wants to hear and that we need to make this suggestion known to the school board in order for it to be considered.  

The School board encourages student to walk to school to help reduce congestion at the drop off areas at the school.  
The current walking distance policy is as follows:

- 4.8 km for secondary students

- 3.5 km for grade 7&8 students

- 1.6 km for primary students

- 1.4 km for kindergarten students
One program that can help is the “Walking School Bus”.  This program entails a couple of adults walking a group of students to school in the mornings and afternoons.  CHCA will provide more information regarding this program in future publications.  
 (b)  French Immersion Program

Clair Meadows School is currently set to open without a French Immersion program.  However, if the families of 18 students within the Clair  Hills neighbourhood apply to the school board requesting the provision of a French Immersion program, the school board will provide the program.   However this would only start in grade 1 for the 1st year of the program.  This means that your child will only be eligible for the program if he/she is in grade one when the school/program opens.
 (c)  Daycare, Playground & Municipal Parks
The Request for Proposal for daycare providers for Clair Meadows School will be sent out to prospective bidders shortly.    We do not currently know if the daycare will be available for residents of the Clair Hills neighbourhood only or if it will be open to all families in Waterloo.
A liaison from the school board will be assigned to work with CHCA to help us through the process to get the playground built.
CHCA has taken pictures of the proposed location for the playground equipment at Clair Meadows School and has submitted its application to Home Depot for the Kaboom sponsorship program.  It appears that the installation of a Kaboom sponsored playground generally is planned to coincide with the opening of a new Home Depot store.  Since there are no new Home Depot stores planned in our area at this time this could mean that we may not be able to benefit from the Kaboom sponsorship program.  However, CHCA will continue to pursue this avenue.

Adjacent to Clair Meadows School is a proposed municipal park, to be named St. Moritz Park.  This park will have a soccer field in addition to the one already proposed at the school.  Also a skating rink may be installed in the winter months; however, this would have to be maintained by the community.  According to the plans that have been circulated this park will be located under the hydro lines.  CHCA intends to contact the Development Services Dept and advise them that this location is not well received by the community and that this subject requires further discussion.  

 (d)  Proposed Separate School

Discussions between the developer and the Catholic School Board regarding the land at the end of Keats Way up the hill as a location for a new separate school have not yielded any results to date.    

Fundraising Events:
The new Canadian Tire being built at the corner of Erbsville Rd and Erb at the traffic circle has agreed to allow CHCA to conduct a BBQ during it’s 4 day opening week campaign (26 – 29 April 2007).  The Manager of the Canadian Tire has agreed to put a free ad in their opening week flyer to advertise the event.
CHCA is currently in discussion with M&M to see if they might wish to sponsor our event.  If they do, they will provide a tent, the BBQ and the liability insurance
CHCA has also approached Pepsi about providing the beverages for the event and we are still waiting to hear back from them.

Please stay tuned for more information on this event.

Special Mention:

A special thank you to Jeff Rankine who was able to get numerous email addresses from his fellow neighbours thereby further reducing our publication costs!  Way to go Jeff!
Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 4 April 2007 at 7pm at Sobeys.
