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Clair Hills Community Association (CHCA)

Meeting Minutes
Date:
June 6, 2007
Location:
Sobeys Waterloo Community Room

	Attendees:


	Shelly Reed

Lisa Norley

Lisa Gillis

Lisa Corlett

David Robinson

Brenda Bell

Georgina Wrobel

Bob McClellan

Tim Ryeland

Jerry Chappell

Tina Balcarras
Dwan Corlett

Dianna Douglas 
Annabelle Ketko

Celine Beaulieu
Richard Drapeau



	Guest Speakers:
	Maggie Kitchener, Block Parent

George Galea, Nieghbourhood Watch




1) Block Parent
Special guest representative Maggie Kitchener gave us a presentation on the Block Parent program.  The key points are as follows:

· at no time is a Block Parent expected to put themselves or their family at risk 

· all Block Parents must complete a police check that is free of charge.  All children residing in that home who are 12 years old or older must also complete a police check.
· all Block Parents are  re-screened every 3 years

· the purpose of the Block Parent is to provide a safe place for children and/or seniors to go if they find themselves in trouble

· the Block Parent is considered a safe stranger who can arrange to get help for someone in serious need

· children walking home from school can go to a Block Parent if they are lost, if they are being bullied, if they are locked out of their home, etc.

· Block Parents are not required to open their door if they do not feel comfortable doing so; they can communicate to the person in need through the door

· Block Parents are not required to administer first aid

· Block Parents are not required to provide lavatory facilities or services of that nature

· if Block Parent assistance is required, the Block Parent is responsible for calling the police or the parent, etc., to help the person in need

· the Block Parent is required to complete an incident report to track the number of incidents and their resolutions, etc
· the Block Parent program is promoted in schools so that children are aware of the program and how/when to use it

· there is no charge to either the Block Parent or the neighbourhood for the street signs or window signs

· those who are interested in becoming a Block Parent simply fill out an application form to be police screened and to receive their Block Parent window sign

· signs have changed and now have tracking numbers on them

· signs are to only be placed in the window when the Block Parent is home and available to provide assistance.

If you are interested in becoming a Block Parent, please contact Shelly Reed at 519.747.1604 or shells23@rogers.com  so she can arrange to get the paperwork ready.

2) Neighbourhood Watch

Special guest representative George Galea gave us a presentation on the Neighbourhood Watch program.  The key points are as follows:

· the purpose of the Neighbourhood Watch program is for residents to be the eyes and ears for the Police
· the program allows the residents of the neighbourhood to enjoy a safe, good quality of life.

· one neighbourhood in Waterloo that does not participate in the program had 28 incidents in a 12 day time period, just this past May

· the incidents that occur are not actual crimes, but mischief being caused by kids aged between 10 & 15 years old

· these are kids with nothing to do

· mischief caused is usually property damage

· anonymity perpetuates crime so if you make a point of saying hi to anyone you pass on the street, be they adult or youth, that verbal contact takes them out of hiding and makes them known.

· Neighbourhoods that join the program see a huge decrease in incidents, a decrease of approximately 80%

· If you see anything unusual, call the police at 519.653.7700 AND REQUEST AN INCIDENT REPORT

· Incident reports ensure that the police follow-up as well as providing a historical record which can then provide police with just cause that may aid them with future incidents.  
· all Watch Captains must complete a police check that is free of charge

· all Watch Captains must be at least 18 years of age

· there is no charge to either the Watch Captain or the neighbourhood for the street signs 

· Watch Captains can/will receive auto-dialed phone calls that update them on the incidents in their neighbourhood

· Watch Captains will then be responsible for distributing that information to their designated areas of the neighbourhood

A vote was taken at the meeting to determine if we would be interested in participating in the Neighbourhood Watch program, and the vote was unanimous.  George Galea will present our interest to the Neighbourhood Watch Board of Directors at their next meeting.  Shelly & Dave will provide the neighbourhood with updates as they become available.  

If you are interested in becoming a Neighbourhood Watch Captain, please contact Shelly Reed at 519.747.1604 or shells23@rogers.com  so she can arrange to get the paperwork ready.

3) Fundraising Update

We raised $325 at the neighbourhood garage sale.  Many thanks to all who participated and thanks to Dave and Jason for posting signs throughout the neighbourhood.

Next major event is the Clair Hills Classic on 8 July 2007 at Foxwood Golf Club:  Get your foursome together and contact Shelly ASAP so she can register you for this golf tournament.  The prize table is amazing so don’t miss out on this great event!

4) School Boundary Update

Thanks to everyone who took the time to email the school board regarding the boundary scenarios.  As per Dave Kierstead at the school board, they received an influx of emails and phone calls, as a result of Lisa Norley’s letter, specifically regarding the scenario whereby our new school would only offer classes from JK – grade 6.  He has told Lisa Norley that she will be one of the first people he’ll contact when a decision has been made.  The next public school meeting won’t be until September or October sometime, where they expect to announce the boundary decision.
5) Odds & Ends

Our website is officially open for business!  Visit www.clair-hills.ca for all our neighbourhood news!  Thanks to Lisa Corlett for volunteering her time to build such a great site.  

Two new neighbours came to our meeting, Celine Beaulieu and Richard Drapeau.  They moved here a year ago from Quebec and mentioned perhaps starting a French Club in the neighbourhood.  The Board will work with them to get this advertised on the website and to help organize, etc.
6)
Next Meetings:

The next Board meeting will be held on Monday, July 11th at 7:30pm.
The next Association meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 4th at 7pm at the Sobey’s Community Room on Columbia Drive.
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