Edna Staebler P.S. Boundary Review - WRDSB Public Meeting Report
Thank you to all who took the time to attend the Public Boundary Review meeting at Abraham Erb Public School on Wednesday night.  It was the largest crowd yet and I saw many familiar faces.  I know some of you came prepared to speak on behalf of our community and that was great to see.  The Clair Hills Community Association appreciates the positive response we have received as we strive to work together on behalf of our community.

I am pleased to report that the Waterloo Region District School Board (WRDSB) planning department is moving forward with a staff recommendation to implement Scenario #7 for board approval.  This next step will take place on the evening of December 10th. Representatives from the CHCA will be in attendance. Any interested community members are welcome to accompany us in support of the staff recommendation.  Scenario #7 shows Edna Staebler P.S. offering J.K. to grade 8.  The school will open in September 2008 with grades J.K. to seven.  The grade 8 classes will begin in September 2009.  This is the usual process for the intermediate grades and takes into consideration the transition that will be made to high school the following year.  Scenario #7 also includes students from the Columbia Forest area.  This boundary plan allows these students to stay together at Edna Staebler P.S. from J.K. through Grade 8.  This recommendation seemed to please most of the families from the Columbia Forest area in attendance on Wednesday.  Edna Staebler P.S. will also include students from the neighbouring ‘Erbsville Triangle’ area.  More planning is needed by the board to ensure safe passage from Royal Beech to Brandenburg Blvd.   Some areas within the boundary will be eligible for bussing transportation.  Munich Circle, Salzburg and Columbia Forest will see some addresses having children in J.K. to grade 3 eligible for bussing while some will be eligible from J.K. to grade 6.   Other highlights are included below.  
Highlights:

-Principal Designate Jeff Parliament announced that he will begin the staffing process in January 2008.  
-Students will help in the choosing of a mascot and school colours once the school is open.  

-Parents who are interested in French Immersion can relay that information to their current home school.  At the moment there are no plans to offer French Immersion at Edna Staebler.  However, if enough families voice a request for such a program the WRDSB has protocol in place to consider new French Immersion programs.  One of our community members would like to know if you or any of your neighbours are in favour.  She will compile a list of families interested.
-JK and SK classes will operate on a full day alternate day schedule.

This update is just a brief overview.  It has been compiled in order to pass along the most pertinent information in response to your most frequently asked questions.  The Clair Hills Community Association will continue to keep you updated.  Once again, thank you for your support.
Sincerely,

Lisa Norley

School Liaison

Clair Hills Community Association  
