Calling all parents with children scheduled to start school at Edna Staebler Public School in September 2008:  WE NEED YOUR VOICE!!!!!  WE HAVE TO COME TOGETHER TO ENSURE OUR SCHOOL OFFERS JK TO GRADE 8.
     As many of you are aware the boundary discussions for the new school have been ongoing for some time now.  I would like to take this opportunity to update you on some key issues that I feel need to be addressed by our community.  Originally we were shown 5 possible boundary scenarios, all showing our new public school offering grades JK to 8.  On Wednesday May 16th the board presented an additional 2 scenarios, one of which includes our school offering grades JK TO 6 ONLY. Students from the Clair Hills area would continue to attend Laurelwood Public School for grades 7 and 8.  This is the current situation and would continue to require a walk of over 3 km for our children in grades 7 and 8.
     At our last Clair Hills Community Association meeting those of you in attendance may recall that I presented scenario number 3 as the likely choice of the WRDSB.  All indications to the principals, whom I work closely with, were pointing us in that direction.  This scenario included a JK to 8 school population.  Since that time it appears that a delegation of parents from another school, that currently offers grades JK to 6 only, have been developing some other possible boundary choices to present to the board.  They are pushing for their school to ADD grades 7 and 8, which is why our new school would only offer JK to grade 6.  While we can sympathise with the frustration that those parents feel in wanting grades 7 and 8 at their own site, we need to advocate on behalf of our children as well.  
     I would like to point out that the Edna Staebler JK to 6 boundary scenario is only one of seven possibilities, but the fact that it is even on the table is a great cause for concern for some parents in our neighbourhood.  IF YOU FEEL STRONGLY THAT WE NEED A JK TO GRADE 8 SCHOOL IN OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD, PLEASE CONTACT THE WATERLOO REGION DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD at boundaryfeedback@wrdsb.on.ca.  The planners working on the boundaries have indicated to me that they need to hear from parents.  This issue requires a strong voice.  We can’t assume that the original plan of a JK to 8 boundary scenario will be chosen.  We need to respond to the request to take action.  Detailed information on each of the 7 scenarios can be found at www.wrdsb.on.ca/estaebler_news.php.  Having studied them it looks as though #3 or #7 would be recommended by the Clair Hills Community Association.  #6 shows Edna Staebler as JK to 6 only.  Please do your own comparisons and draw your own conclusions.  Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
Lisa Norley
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